A Bird’s Eye View

Newsletter From Israel | No. 5 | Winter 2006

bzrasd Crnthological Camtar

Int=natoral Center
for the Stumy of Brd
Migration. Latrun

ot T Aty Liniversity

3 Degartmant af Zookygy
Muigrating crames in the Hula, with spowy Mount Hermon on Fsr

in the backeround. In 20035 the number of migrating cranes p

Valley reached its all-time peak, with 32,000 cranes arniving fr

Dear Friends,

his newsletter describes just a few of the activities of the action-packed past year
of the Isracl Ormithological Center (1007) and the International Center for the Study
of Bird Migration (ICSBEM).

BirdLife

The hordes of visitors streaming tn and out of 5P birding centers speak volumes about
the increased interest in omithelogy. For the past three years, 250,000 people have
visited the Hula site annually. We hope that 2006 will see the Hula Valley declared a
Waorld Hentage Site by UNESCO.

AL present we are putting the hinishing touches on a plan to establish a national network
of 13 ornithology centers around the country, which will include: research, education,
heritage and preservation of birds and their habitat, flight safety, birds as disease carniers
and marketing eco-tourism and networking with international ornitholegy centers.

We hope to see you birding in Israel and request your assistance 1f the subject 15 as close
to your hearts as it 1s 1o ours. Even a small gift can make a world of difference. We
would he pleased to answer any guestions personally.

Warmly,
Dan Alon. Director [ Yossi Leshem, Director
The Lsrael Crmithological Center The Intenational Center for the Study of
Tird Migration at Latran
(Y

Uisit our website: www.birds.org.il




JBO’s Special Volunteers

|~ B

S ince the establishment of the Jerusalem Bird Croservatory (JEC) the influx of people with special needs has steadily
inereased The bird blind  and observatory, with the help of the Nyman fanuly, were accordingly designed and

banlt tor be wheelchair accessible and to accommodate people with special needs.

Project Yisionary

Four years ago, Ror Simoen came o the JBO, with a background in special education Hoi saw a natural eonnection
between wrban wildlife and special education, because urban wildiife 15 accessible and these groups generally can’t go
for overnight outings. He developed o community-based system, designating a specific day to each group, the tasks
sccording to the ability/disabulity, and provides them traming in wildlife surveying and management and working with
the public. Unce they undergo traiming, they become qualified urban wildlife rangers.

One-day visits

One day trips involve observing gazelles or migratory birds, while planting or watering trees, and generally improving

the area, Participants interact with wildlife and are aware that they are improving the natural habitat, These outings are

in constant demand,

The JBCYs Special Needs Program makes house calls, In 2003 Fog arganized a hird project in the kids unit al Sha'are

Tsedek Children made hrdfeeders while they were connected to dizlysis machines, These hirdfeeders are sold at the
JBO and one was presented to limmy Carter during his January 04 visit

Building a Special Volunteer Team
As participants’ skills and knowledge improve, they are given more complicated tasks,
even leaming o handle the hirds the JBO catches in nets and to assist researchers in
Jotting down information on each bird as it's banded “[t's a slow [eaming process,”
according to Boi Simon, “but eventually they become as knowledgeable as some of
the staff, known by all JBCr regulars — and all their hard work pavs off. In other
situations pecple with gpecial needs work for pay in monotonous, routing jobs like
factory assembly work, but rarely do they pet the opportunity to do something truly
meaningful — and that matters to them. While we haven't had the funding for it in
the past, our goal is to pay them for their valuable work, fully integrating them as
members of our team.”

Residents of Shikum Noar learn about the history of the place, about the nature and
: e wildlife, which they monitar by keeping track of the gazelle population, and about
trec at the JHO) external threats to wildiife preserves, as all the sites the Special Needs Project work to

preserve face some sort of threat, with
the sole exception of the JBO, Living adjacent o the Gazelle Yalley,

Shikum Noar residents have taken much regponsibility for the site for

three vears now: They serve a cntical purpose, in this regard, as the Gazelle

Walley 15 not sufliciently protected from the surrounding roads nor from

incoming recreational traffic. Since i1's not an officially sanctioned wildife

refuge, the gate is easily opened and people use it as an off-moading site
for F-wheeling ATV 's and the hike, These velucles scare the gazelles out
of the valley, where thev are invariably hit by passing cars on the road

Helping Others, Helping Yourself

Amir Balaban and Roi Simen have seen tremendous progress in some
of the valunteers as they acclimatize to the work. *Davad’, 20 vears old,
lives in a group home in Mvasseret, and volunmeers twice a week, once
at the JTBO and once at the Gazelle Vallev: A troublemaker, David requires
a personal attendant near him at all imes. Yet when he knows i's wildlife
volunteenng day, he's pentle and amenable as a lamb, Carefully preparing
drinks for the birds, making peanut necklaces and setting out food for
the bards and animals, cleanng away hitter and brush, and even working
the compast, David is ealm and efficient, He also creates temporary signs
warning visiors to respect the wildlife; these must be made frequently,
a5 there aren’t funds for permanent signage, David professes that be laves
coming 1o work with us, to be amongst wildhfe in nature and often attendz - PR ’ R i
public events 1o view the wildlife, 2 W & to s tree in the
Simon and Balaban agree that David's case 15 just one example of how ;

combning urban wildlife and special needs is a natural recipe for suceess,




Impressive Achievements in the Palestine Wildlife Society

birding observatory in Jencho, complete
with bird blind, was established in 2005
by the Palestine Wildlife Society thanks to
LISAID MERC and ELU donations. This site
attracted some 6,500 Palestiman stedents
2005 alone. Swdents had the opporumty o
observe migrating birds and bird banding. For
mest of them, this was their first ever
opportunity to brd watch. Former President
Carter, who visited the Terusalem Bird
Observation (JBO) mear the Knesset in Januay
2005, was very impressed with our joint work
and with the cooperation with the ICSEM and I -

the 1GC, who have been working with the Imad Atrash, Direcior of the Palestine Wildlife Sociel
Palestine Wildlile Sociely, directed by Imad u proup of Palestiman student= in Jencho

Adrash, for s1x years,

In foving metnory of Peg gy Spors, Artfur Sporn supported ICSBM i producing
thowsardy of posters called 'the kestrel, welvome guest’ and 'the barn awl,
wrran's hest friend'.

he Tel Aviv Municipality has begun

vsing kestrels and barn owls for
ological pest control, exterminating rats
and mice in urban courtvards Eight local
schools joined in the educatien elTorts o
promote this project.
Jordanian and Palestinian [armers have
decided to jom our progect. In January 2006,
the Cleveland Federation helped us fulfill
thig vision - funding research and
conservabon acltivities with Jordanian
farmers and 20 nesting boxes for barn owls
and kestrels, on the eastern shores of the
Jordan River, across the nver from the Bel
She'an Valley

CEBM's educational internet project, "Migrating Birds Know No Boundaries™ i3
being studied in 300 schools in Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Russia and the TS This
school vear, students are hosted in lsraeli Air Force bases, where they learn ahou
other methods of preventimg collisions with migrating birds. The website won 9 prizes
im the last & vears

Wehsite won prizes in 2005

& World Summit Award: the best in e-contest and creativity [or the conference on
the digitalization of culural hentage

) Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award: Mr. Pini Peled for the

Entrepreneur leacher in Seplember 2005, [or expanding

geagraphic facets of the educational program

€ 16 Khuring Prize: 10 Yossi Leshem, for solving the conflict

berween birds and aireralt on a global level, The prize is awarded by the Intemational
Bird Strike Commities {[B5C7)

st Leshem s

uring Prze




A Lesson Plan — The Birds That Surround Us

he International Center for the Study of Bird Migration at Latrun joined forces with the Israel Ormithological

Center, the Jerusalem Bird Observatory, the Ministry of the Enviconment, the Tel Aviv Momcipality and The
Center For Adoption of Wild Birds in the Backyard and
developed a new study kit "The Urban Mature Trail — The
Birds That Surmound U's". This Apnl IDC and the [CSBM
will introduce the kit first to the Tsrachi education system,
then to the general public.
The kit was produced in 5,000 copies, including a colorful
poster drawn by artist Tuvia Kurtz, The poster features
drawings of the 33 most lrequent bird species nesting in
domestic gardens, commonly viewed mammals, amphibians,
mvertebrates and bird-attracting vegetation. The kit also
imcludes a booklet and a PowerPoint presentation on CT-
RO, with leszon plans and instructions for the educator,
The mamn purpose of the Kitis to inspare teachers, students
and their parents o mvest in backyard gardens by planting
bard-attracting, native [sraeln vegetation, thus increasing
thewr appreciation and knowledge of hirds and conservation

Discovering connections between

Judaism, Birds and Music

i Movember 2005, Yoszi Leshem amd Dan Alon hosted a donor who
has been involved with ongeang SPMI programs that incorporate Jewish
and environmental concepts. With her support, a new program will expand
om these concepls and explore the relationship and sigmilicance of birds,
musie and Judaism, In March 2006, 5,000 students wall participate in
outdoor events to leam about this relationzhip, In May 2006, the [CSEM
and the [OC will condect & zeminar in the Galilee on the opie. In MNovember
a lestival i the Hula Valley i planned, where participants wall enjoy
lectures and sessions led by the top authonties on the subject of hirds,
In ..; ith [hﬁ A Judaizm and music. Participants who so choogse will also have the rare
s AGTIARL Fings opportumey o say moming prayers (Shahant) accompanied by the calls

by Tuvia Kurty of bards and arplincs 1}%,[“15 et :;E they lrf:afe l}heir R = by

igh school graduates of all secial backgrounds postpone their military service for a year and
H spend that time volunteening and participating in Mechina Fdam Zvait (literally meaning army
prep eosirse). They volunteer and study leadership issues, Istaeli heritage, social issues and strengthening
the tenwous bond between the religious and the ecular, This unique framework, which trains 1,600
wouths religious and non religious annually, helps 1sreel develop its Matere military and civil leadership
SPMI launched its first Mechina at the Ma'agan Michael
field schoal, a world rencwned birding site at the foathills
of Mount Carmel, along the Mediterranean coastline,
SPMI's Mechina focuzes on birding and envirenmental
studies and volunteer work with the underprvileged in
the near-by development town of Or Akiva, The hMechina
was a goint mitiabve of D Yossi Leshem and Muki Betzer, Mechina
Director, who was Yo Metanvaho's Deputy Commander in the Enlebbe
Operation. Ret. Colonel Muki Betzer, a famous wiar hero and highly
successlul entrepreneur, chose w leave the business world and devote
himself 1o educational and social actuvism,
Mark Gelfund donared o substanial pars of the necessary initial finding,
cnabling SPNI to initiate the program in Sepitember, 2005 with 17
participants,

Chperution, preparing the Mero




Falcon Rescue Society

W hile wniiné_:hur MSe thesis on the ecology

of the Lesser Kestrel, [at Liven concluded
that the solution to preserving the species lay in
reaching out to residents, as the birds nest mainly
in residential areas. Thus she came to SPRNTs 00
in 1998, where she began to realize her dream of
a Falcon Rescue Society, powered by the people.

Faleon Rescue Society HOTLINE - The Red Line
Jor the Lesser Kestre!

A hotline for nestlings (baby birdg) that fall off
roofs has proven immensely successful Resident
awareness of the Bed Line s tremendous and the
Rescue Society has managed (o rescue hundreds
of nestlings and birds. Rescued birds are banded, ;,m_l_mm th
s0 wie can check if they come back the following {Fhoter by
vear, [fat Liven comments emotionally, “The people
do this — [ couldn’t do it without them.™

1O Birding Education
Students, learmimg o use binoculars and bird guodes. 19808 50-90 pavirs of lesser kestrels | 1953 thousands of lesser kestrels
WETE S0 ::n[]_'n..m?'d by the program that they chose 2004: 40 pairs of lesser kestrels | 2000: 550 lesser kestrels
to spend their afternoons watching nests near thear .,
homes and handing out information sheets 1o
passers-hy, with instructions and a hotline number o call in case of an injured bird. The program frequently inclades
field trps, such as a visit to a Natural Thstory Museum, a buird ringing stanon or watching voltures at the Gamla Reserve.

€ In Alona, youth go door-to-door asking residents if there are lesser kestrels nesting on thear roofs. The kids are
actually performing valuable survey and public awareness work. Yet they not only enjoy this work, 1t really brings their
academic study of ormithology alive, Alona was the lirst regnon o begin lesser kestrel conservation work on a grassrools
level when the Alona Regional Planning Council put up nesiing boxes wath SPNL Throughout her struggle wath cancer,
Tirtza Keren, an avid bird lover in Alona, imbated an educational program in the primary schools in "97 topether wath
the SPHI and the Alona region Council She ran the program entl Jan '05, when she passed away, vet SPNI and the
Alona regon counal continue her work, continue to be imspired by her, All year long this school s regular umlorm s
a birding shint. Every May 1,000 people come for a free tour of the neighborbood’s lesser kestrels - there 15 a photo
exhibit, a temporary bird ringing station and the kids run various activity booths.

€ Ramot Menashe's program works just like Alona’s — [stael’s Electric company generously sponsors Bet Sefer
Habkva and Bet Sefer Omanm dunng the school year,

3 The Gezer Region, between Ramle and Latrun, will have an [OC birding education program in the Bet Sefer Ayalon
starting March 2006,

€ [n Jerusalem, the Muosrara neighborhood community center hosted the program, which
was sponsored by the Terusalem Foundation, bul the project is halted due o lack of Tunds.
Mareh through June there was a free weekly tour of the nesghborhood’s lesser kestrels,
run by the Musrara program guide, a local trained by 10C. Late Mav/early June each
vear, the neighborhood-wide tour of the kestrels was a highlight of Musrara community
activibies,

3 Safed, a favorite of Kabbalists and also of our beloved Lesser Kestrel, joined our
education imtiatve in September "04 with the kind help of the Gimpneh Foundation,
but we've run out of funds and the program has sadly come to a halt

Reintroduction

Endangered birds have been re-released the wild in Ramat Hanadiv and Mahal Mearot,
Twpically all eggs hatch, but in the Jerusalem colony several nestlings die from starvation
and omly 1-2 nesthings ﬂuigc vom the nest, The Falcon Rescue Society lakes a couple
al eggs from the Jerusalem nests o reduce compention over food m the nest to save all
the nestlings; the Jerusalem “oo incubates and later releases them. This critical work
: was part of Dr. Adiv Gal’s doctoral research, A fmend and colleague of 1fat Liven, Dir
pracr o Med gz Gal took over the birding education program in Alona alter completing his doctorate in
[Pl by 5 20015,




Grand Opening of the Education Center at Latrun!

P ( ; ratifying geveral years of mtense elforts by the Armor Memoral
sociaton and SPNs [CEEA, the educational center commenced
operations on My 158, 2005, Located in eastern Latrun, overlooking the
Ayalon Valley, the education center includes 44 rooms, with a capacity
for 244 people, including a complex of 4 study rooms; one of these is the
bird migration computerized online classroom and ancther will be used
for a new orgamizahion, educating the IDF to conserve and protect the
environment,
10F Chief of Stall, General Dan
Halutz visited the complex, and
was lughly impressed with the
cooperation between the SPNI,
the Arvmor Asseciation and the
IDE On January 23, 2006, an
exciting ceremony in the
cducational center was held, with
Lockheed Martin's Senior Viee
President, D Bobert Trice, Lockheed Martin's regional president of the
Middle East, Turkey and Africa, Retred General Jim Jamerson, and Lockheed
Martin’s Vice President Israel, Retired General Joshua Shani (the plot who
led the Entebbe Operation), in attendance. Lockheed Martin donated a
sigmificant sum to the educational center and honored us with an all-star
turnout at the opening ceremony. We wizh to express our deepest thanks
tex them For their dedication to our works

SPNI’s Honored Guest - Frances Cairneross

rances Caimeross, Managing Editor of the Economiss until 2004, now Rector of Exeter College in Oxford,

has published several books on the topic of conservation. Her latest book, The Death of Distance, publizhed
by Harvard Business School Press, became a best seller. She met Yossi Leshem several vears ago at the TINESCC)
Waorld Hemtage Conference in Vemice, [aly,
where she was a kevnote speaker. At his
invitatien, she came to [srael in September
2005 and toured lsrael for a week with Yoss
and [Jan, to learn about the economic power
af birds in lsrael. The np highlight was ghding
with the hirds; she flew along with a flock
of 300 migrating =torks along the Great Rift
Valley, She met hMr Shimon Peres, Professor
Namar Rabinovich, President of Tel Aviv
Umiversity, and Professor Avishar Braverman,
President of Ben Gunon Umversity, and pave
a lecture al Fisher Institute — Air Foree
Association in Hertzeliya, In January 2006,
Cairnecross wrote a cover story called
"Connecting Flights® about bied activities in
Isracl for Conservation Practice.
www,conservationpractice.org

Jetter whnle

Birthright Israel and SPNI

L8 Youth 18-26 vears old will partcipate in SPN1s Barthright 1srael Program,
leatuning a closer look at the [srael's natural wonders, hiking, sleeping in tents
and visiting places regular tounsts never see. For more information, visit

TAGLIT: A*Y IR
birthright israel

Dl S ey

www.israelnature.org




Wind Energy versus Bird Migration

ince Izrael signed the Kyote Treaty, energy companies have
heen looking (o develop alternative energy — a move one
wonld mmagine rather welcome o environmentalists. Yel when
the National Planning Committes (NPC) approved plans to build
a wind turbine farm directly on the path of a major migraion
Myway, SPNI came out in opposition. ~Almost the entive Palearctic
breeding population of White Pelican, Levant Sparmowhawk and
Lesser Spotted Eagle pass through Tsrael each vear” savs Dan
Alon. “The importance of this flyway to these species cannot
be over-cmphasized.” We cstimate that over 500 million binds
ol some 300 species migrate across lsrael twice a year

vate wind turbine wt Mount Gitbon, whemn: 23 more The [srael Electric Company i= planmng o build 63 wind mrbines
are planned (Photo- Ty: Zev Labinger) along the northern Jordan Valley: 23 turbines at Mount Gilboa and
another 40 turbines at Ramat Serin, about 15 km 1o the north, The
10 has heen comducting its annual soanng bird migration surveys for the
past 20 vears within the Beit Shean Valley that lies between these two sites. The NPC, heeding SPNI's warning. required
the electricity company to carry out bird surveys a vear in advance of any turbine construction, and for a year after their
completion. The NPC contracted the 1OC o carry oul this work., “Of the 940,000 birds migrating over, (ke [light path of
roughly 15000 passed divectly through the air space where the wind turbines are planned. Obviously these birds would have
been in great danger of collision with the blades™ savs Alon. “"During the spring of 2005, observers counted over 300,000
birds, mostly White Storks of which a minimum of 15,000 crossed over the proposed turbine farm within the range of the
blades. Thus about 20,000 minimum for both migratien seasens were within the highest nsk zone,” says Zev Labinger, project
comdinator

Working toward a Solution

“T'he birds we count are just those we can see doring daylight hours; many more migrants iy over at night, including millions
of passerines. IF these twrbines are going 1o be bult, there has o be adequate mitigation measures incorporated within their
aperating procedures”, savs Alon. “Perhaps the whole issue of whether the turbines should he built at all needs investigating.
lsrael is not a partiewlardy windy country, and between them the two sites would generate less than 1% of the country s
electricity needs. Is it really worth spoiling the landscape and threatening the annuval bird migration phenomenon for this?
Even il all the proposed windlarms m lsrael are bull, they would stll only supply 3% of our electneity needs, Surely there
is potential for reducing our power necds by this Tigure and developing alternative sources of energy that would be Jess
harmiul to the environment?™

New Study with Satellite Tracking Systems:

Wintering Greater Spotted Eagle in the Hula Valley
Summering Short Toed Eagles in the Judean Desert

ast autumn two new MSc students began their research with
Professor Uz Meotro, from the Hebrew University, in a joint project
with the Dr. Yossi Leshem of the [ICSBM and Dan Alon of the 10C
Hawkwatch, an Amencan conservation and research NGO, supported
this project by donating
transmitters; they intend o
become active collaborators Fon Milgater bancing a Lesser Spotied Bagle
with our educational on-line
activiies, bringing worldwide students together

Student Ron Milgater will research the wantenng population of the Creater-
spotted Eagle in the Hula valley. This site is of international importance
to this species, which was declared a globally endangered species.
Student Sameh Darawshi an Acab Israch from the Galilee, will research
the Short-toed Eagle which nests in the Judean hills duning the summer.
This species feeds mainly on snakes, but was also observed in apricultural
lands, huntimg feld mice.

Sarmel Daraushi banding a Shaort |




Hula Valley International Bird Festival

uring the peak birding season in the Hula Valley, when the migration
season is at its height and the wintering species have artived, a great
variety of lectures, guided tours and identification workshops will be given in
the field by the some of the best international experts:

& Gull identification on the Mediterranean Seashore = Klaus M. Clsen
& Raplor identification in the leld — Dick Forsman

€ Bird photography in the field — David Cotteridge

€ International nature artist will paint, teach and exhibit

Attractions include:

€2 Flving alongside migrating (locks ina motonzed glider

€ Birdwatching rom a mobile hide

€ Bird ringing demonsiration

& Tours to the best birding sites in Northern Tsrael: Maagan Michael,

Bet Shean Valley, Gamla, Mownt Hermon and the Hula Valley

Come enjoy the amazing sight of tens of thousands of Cranes, thousands of
Felicans, a huge vanety of raptors, waders, ducks and song hirds!!
For details and reservations, please contact:
www.hula-birding.com

Special Offer for Our Readers

We are publishing a new seres of len
postcards with outstanding photos of
birds mentioned in the Bible, taken
incontemporary [srael, with relevant
Biblical quotes in Hebrew and
Enghsh. For S20 you get all ten
postcards, including airmail shipping.
Mease send a check to-5PNE
including your name and address, 1o
the ICSBM or to the [OC at the
alilresses below.

10 Gaant 3"x 107 Postcards

|
ICSBEM : vle D postiaac.il o e E netvision, netil

Donations
I wonild like 1o support the work of the TCSBM aid the TOC,

Wer woneddd [ike fo thank all our supporters:

Enclosed is 4 check in the amoont of % _ _ - _ _ _  USAID Mim& Levine

Please make check payable to ASPNI or SPNI UK and be sure @- ~ Graphic Design:

1o designate it for Birding Activities and mail oo Py TR h keren Nutels

M. Robin Gordon Juhn Levy s e i

ASPNI UK SPNI UEaID - HERE Dr. Yossi Leshem

18 Armandale Ave PO Box 42763 Intemnati

Gireal Neck, NY 11024 London N2 0YT E-;q I L Mﬂ%ﬁdﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂm
i Tepartment of Zoology .
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